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KAKEHASHI (BRIDGE)

The Object of the Campaign

One hundred and ten years have past since the first
Japanese immigrant came to Canada in 1877.

The first landing point from across the Facific Ocean
was the busy open port of Victoria.

A few years ago, some Japanese in Victoria discovered
with surprise some broken tombstones bearing Japanese names
in Ross Bay Cemetery. Subsequently they held a memorial
service. MlMany Japanese had lived in the Victoria area before
World War II. However, when the Pacific War began, they were
registered as enemy aliens and forced to move to the inteinr.
Their personal property and real estate were confiscated.

As a result, they lost their bases for living here.

Only a very few have come back to Victoria until now,
42 years after the war ended. New Japanese immigrants vho
arrived in the past 20 years have made no connecticis with
the older generation of immigrants. The graves have weathered.
A memorial service has been conducted yearly over the past few
years. However, some broken tombstones have been taken away
and the number of Japanese tombstones has decreased.

e have been told that the Japanese tombstones have
been taken away from the Japanese cemetery in Chemainus and
the land had been cleared. If this situation remain
unchanged, these reminders of the sweat and tesars of the
original Japanese immigrants may vanish.

It is very sad for people who know of thelr existence
to see them disappear from history because no evidence can
be found in the records or at the grave sites.

Two years ago, concerned people of Japanese descent
in Victoria gathered and decided to erect a memorial
monument for these predecessors. In order to achieve this
objective, a fund-raising campaign has been organized.

The campaign has been named "Kakehashi" (Bridge).
This was taken from the famous phrase "a bridge across the
Pacific Ocean" originated by Cr. Inazo Nitobe who died here
in Victoria.

We would like to have this campaign for the erec..on
of the memorial monument to become known to not only Canadians
but also to people in Japan. We ask for your co-operation
and assistance.

Yoshiro Arakawa
Campaign organizer
August 13, 1987
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